{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 366                  LIFE  AND  TIMES   OF   STEIN.         [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 one of the most considerable names of the some\-what obscure period of German history which was just commencing, Karl August v. Wangenheim. He writes to Cotta :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 I thank you heartily for letting me see the letter which the German Stein has written to you about our affairs. There breathes in it such an honest, and at the same time, encouraging recog\-nition of the great merit that lies in any victory of the better self over the wild beast in a man, that I thought I could not do better than avail myself of your permission to lay the letter before the King.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 But this plain-spoken Minister is not disposed to trust too much to his Majesty's amendment.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 As surely as I have hitherto kept the King in an honestly good temper, so surely will he give me the slip as soon as the behaviour of the Estates gives him a pretext. L'onrs n'cst fas encore mart. He has already accustomed himself to the notion of putting off the assembly till the Act of Confederation is settled, and then granting no more than that requires.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Wangenheim hopes nothing from the Confedera\-tion; 'since even Stein has had to retire from the business, how can we look any longer for any good from that quarter?' But he considers the Estates, and particularly the noblesse, who were headed by a certain Count Walcleck, to be quite as dangerous in their way as the King :}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 These young gentlemen have no conception of the State or of their relation to it. They want to combine incompatibilities. They want to be daring and overwhelming like Mirabeau, but at the same time they want to retain the prejudices and privileges which he had renounced. It is pitiable how low these people have sunk! It would do a world of good if Minister Stein would bring Count Waldeck and the rest of the high noblesse as much}\par }